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Storm devastates coast
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Destroyed An Ocean Road Soulh rsatdenl assesses Ihe walflrfronl damage. Nino homes Jn
the area have been condemned. More photos, pages 6 and 7; more stories, pages 14 and 15.
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Beach buggy One ol the 32 Iron! end loaders works to

restore Duxbury Beach Sunday

Sun pholc.'Sion La*

Marine afloat - While

Bayside Marine employees

pulled and moved Goats the

iide pushed on.

Harbormaster:

'it blew roof

off the beach'
By Sarah Love

DUXBURY ■- Coasta!

property owners took the

brunt of a storm that

packed the most punch

since the great Blizzard

of '78.

While inlanders may

have breathed a sigh of

relief after last Wed

nesday's storm, coastal

property owners are fac

ing unparalleled destruc

tion. And Duxbury's pris

tine, beautiful beach was

severely battered and

bruised by the pounding

surf that reached heights

of 30 feet.

Officials say there's no

question that the storm

was worse than the Bliz

zard of '78. Just how

much worse they have

yet to determine.

The nameless storm

reduced Gurnet Road

homes to lean-tos, the

Gurnet Inn looked as

though it was made of

cardboard and the

Biakeman's bath house

was virtually gutted. At

one point the Powder

Point Bridge was under

water.

Please turn Ifl page 14



■Storm

W.itkin^ hvrr what ii'i'ri tii bih

tin- lir.iih I n;i.-j [!;,- retMli'ni

,tr,i{ nmi I't'sid^'iit [uirkitf.i^ Iris. i'.

l."'kcrl ii- il .1 imelcitr dis.istiT

ii.nl iiii Thi' .m.'ii liii'kid n»!h

nil! IAr il ilirl h.-lor-L

' '■■. :ln- M.ir.ilifiL'lii .-»!>■ I) i/'

■-! iitiiji- t (iii'i ^' (I !rnr:i thi

in ^i11- live Wet uf SLtnil .mil

;jn-,ii pate.1' of asphalt were

ri'tliitnltrd und ;ippc-ar In have

linMtfd like [y.iper bo:lls

i)ii ihi* ru.-iidi'iil side, Hie latid

i- il.il IIk ■ ii!jir---. rtemoliKhi'd

.nul t:ic iiroifiliu1 fcnciny fioile

Only Iht sLrud lights diciate Ihr

.lioj iLis iHiti1 ;i parking lo<

I1!"'": :tte tin- few trji:e:> 'j(

Aller the tides

While Lhe Wednesday after

noun ude caused severe flood-

uxv, alony Ihe co.ist. al Wash-

ingstun Street. Powder Point

Haad, and King Caes.ir, the

liruiit nf ihe damage was be-

lieved lei he caused by the early

Thursday mornme high tide.

The National Guard, state

police, and counllcss depart

ment 11/ public "(irks employees

manned henvy equipment,

checkt.-d identifications ol people

wanting to gnt through closed

rosds. and tried to dear the

piles and pounds of sand that

covered everything

Thirty boat;; broke their

moor: ings in the bay which

logged six to eight foot waves,

ar.d three overall foot sailboats

w-rp missing

On>> of those boats, a 32-foot

sailboat, was found days later

smashed on the banks of

Plymouth Beach lidrbormaster

Donjlil Beers said the largest

piece of it could have: been hand

earned

Tov.ti manager Thomas

ti'roiM, tpuriflg loo beach coast-

line cvvryday since the storm,

I'silmaltMl "at least 10 homes

will li;ive in ho demolished ond

jti iinaeitiminflblc amount

'huve) stnictural damage" in

ihe Gurnet Road area.

On Monday, building in-

^peclor Kevin Mai'Donakl said

mire liomci un Qurnet Road

i >ee»n Road - north and smith

- and Lewi.-, Court had been

condemned

There is still little known

about the extent of the damage

mi Saqiiish Part it the problem

i. access to assess the damage

- tin; beach road was des

trnyed

"We knew the waves would

Jie higli. but no une believed the

..ir'd would mist to hurricane

force and lor so Inng," Cronx

said

Putting boach back

SLlnding a! the east end of

the Powder Poinl Bndye Sun

il.iy night, the eye could sm for

miles — see the black smoke ol

the do/.ens of front end loaders

trying to create what used to be

a beach

"Ninety percent of the beach

was under water at (he height

of the storm," Beers said in the

midst of transporting Gurnet

and Saquish homeowner! for a

visit to their property


